sacrificing the consumers' choice. Exploitation of the hybrid vigor in solanaceous crops is commercially possible (Bavage et al., 2005; Prabhu et al., 2005 and Dhanwad et al., 2010) due to manifestation of high heterosis and other important characters, ease of handling the flowers during artificial emasculation and pollination and realization of higher number of hybrid seed per effective pollination.In India, only 17.8 per cent area of eggplant cultivation is under hybrid seed due to lack of appropriate hybrids which satisfied the consumer preference and as well as commercial values.
The present study was under taken with an objective  39 of studying the extent of heterosis in different crosses and their utilization in future crop improvements programmes.
MATERIAL AND METHODS
The experiment was undertaken during rainy season (2011-12 and 2012-13) Data were recorded on five randomly selected plants from each hybrid and parent over replication for the characters viz., days to 50 per cent flowering, plant height (cm), days to maturity, number of branches per plant, fruit diameter (cm), fruit weight (g), number of fruits per plant, yield per plant (kg), Cercospora leaf spot incidence (0-6 scale.) over standard parent. The observationon Cercospora leaf spot incidence was recorded by the screening of germplasm at field level by inoculating the disease on the plants in the experimental field. The standard heterosis or economic heterosis was calculated based on standard procedure.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Standard or economic heterosis is an important parameter as it provides information about presence of dominance and gene action in the expression of various traits. The results indicated that the mean sum of squares due to analysis variance of line x tester showing significant performance (P=0.05) in days to 50 per cent flowering, branches per plant and highly significant performance (P=0.01) for fruit length, fruit diameter and Cercospora leaf spot resistance ( Table 1 ). The magnitude of heterosis for different characters under study among the hybrid combinations are presented in Table 2 .
Day to 50 per cent flowering and days to maturity:
Earliness leads to early supply of the produce in the market and enables it to fetch a remunerative price. Thus, heterosis for days to 50 per cent flowering and days to maturity had been estimated in terms of earliness. For days to 50 per cent flowering two crosses viz., KS-8204-2 x KS-8821 and KS-6103 x KS-8821(-2.17%) recorded negative heterosis over standard check. From the point of view of days to maturity three crosses KS-6103 x KS-8821 (-9.57), KS-7509-1 x KS-7512 and KS-8507 x KS-8821 (-6.96) exhibited significant negative heterosis (P=0.05) over the standard check were desirable (Table  2) . Negative heterosis for earliness has also been reported by Kumar et al. (1999) and Boddepalli et al. (2013 and 2014) .
Plant height :
Here also short stature was taken as a positive trait, and in such respect, two crosses, that is, T 2 x KS-7512 and T 2 x KS-8822 exhibited negative and non-significant 
